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Introduction:

Think with me for a moment about the vastness of the universe.  Imagine something so grand that we could never travel to the end in our lifetime, even at the speed of light.  It  is infinitely vast and unknowable and yet it is known to us. We know that it is unknowable, but we know something about it nevertheless.  We know that we do not know very much at all.  

Now that we are in this frame of mind let’s think about God.  He is the ultimate cause of this seemingly infinite universe and is therefore grander and more vast than it is.  The Creator of any object is always greater than the object itself.  And we are a tiny speck in the immensity of creation.  David thought such thoughts and even wrote about them. 
Psalm 8:1-4  O LORD, our Lord, How majestic is Your name in all the earth, Who have displayed Your splendor above the heavens!  2 From the mouth of infants and nursing babes You have established strength Because of Your adversaries, To make the enemy and the revengeful cease.  3 When I consider Your heavens, the work of Your fingers, The moon and the stars, which You have ordained;  4 What is man that You take thought of him, And the son of man that You care for him?
Like the universe He created, God is also unknowable and yet we know something about Him.  His ways are unfathomable and yet we fathom some of them.  His Glory and beauty are un-seeable and yet we have seen some of them.  BUT HOW? How do we know God?  God reveals Himself to us.  If not He would be unknowable. 
Psalm 19:1-2  The heavens are telling of the glory of God; And their expanse is declaring the work of His hands.  2 Day to day pours forth speech, And night to night reveals knowledge. 
More specifically today is how does God reveals His Son, Jesus Christ.   We have already read the Christmas Cards and seen the crèche.  What we mean here is this: How does God produce unshakable, unthinkable and unexplainable love, devotion and worship for Jesus Christ?   Many profess knowledge of Christ but HOW DOES GOD MAKE US LOVE HIM?   
· How did He Reveal Christ’s Glory when He was on Earth?
· How does He Reveal Christ’s Glory now that He is Gone?.  

How did He Reveal Christ’s Glory when He was on Earth?

This one seems like it should be pretty easy.  Jesus was born in Bethlehem and men saw Him while He lived, grew and ministered…...But not so fast!    John said: 
John 1:10-11  10 He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, and the world did not know Him.  11 He came to His own, and those who were His own did not receive Him.

The creator came right into the world but the world did not know who He was.  NOW, you tell me why.  Was there something wrong with Jesus?  Was He cruel or mean?  Was He heartless and merciless?  Perhaps, He did not perform enough miracles, or preach enough spectacular sermons?  Why did His creatures not know Him?  Here are couple of possibilities: 
There was not enough religious instruction or observance going on:  Had there been more church attendance and less worldliness, the people would have recognized and loved Christ when He arrived.   BUT:  Jesus came to a population that was almost 100 percent religious.  Everyone observed the Sabbath.  Everyone went to synagogue [we would call it church]  Everyone listened to the Scripture every week.  Everyone knew the Messiah coming. Everyone gave their tithe.   
There was too much sin, immorality, stealing and the like:  Had men and women been more worthy, less greedy and more generous then they would have recognized Christ when He arrived in their midst.  BUT:  These amazingly those “sinners” were exactly the people who did recognize Him. We just don’t know why.  It does not make sense.  
Matthew 21:31-32  Jesus said to them, "Truly I say to you that the tax collectors and prostitutes will get into the kingdom of God before you.  32 "For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him; but the tax collectors and prostitutes did believe him; and you, seeing this, did not even feel remorse afterward so as to believe him.

If more people actually met Him and interacted with Him they would have recognized Him:   Perhaps people only heard accounts of His exploits.  If they would have actually been healed by Him or touched by Him in some way they would have believed. They needed their own personal miracle.  BUT:  Peter was with Him on the Mount of Transfiguration.  Peter went to Him on the water during the storm.  Peter was saved from drowning by Jesus as were the other Eleven…..and yet….at the hour of His death they forsook Him and fled.  Peter even denied that He had ever known Him. 

One thing is clear;  Jesus was not recognizable to men even while He walked and ministered on Earth.  So How did God Reveal Christ to men when He was on the earth? 
To answer this we need to go back to the first time Christ was revealed to someone on the earth. Remember, we are speaking of revealed in His True Nature as God the Son and Savior of men.  Revealed as our Sovereign King and Lord. This is what we mean by revealed as we speak today.  

Christ was revealed to two people at the same moment and set the pattern for the way God would do it throughout the lifetime of Christ Jesus on Earth,   The actual event starts with Mary in her home village of Nazareth. 
Luke 1:26-37   26 Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city in Galilee called Nazareth,  27 to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the descendants of David; and the virgin's name was Mary.  28 And coming in, he said to her, "Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you."  29 But she was very perplexed at this statement, and kept pondering what kind of salutation this was.  30 The angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary; for you have found favor with God.  31 "And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall name Him Jesus.  32 "He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David;  33 and He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and His kingdom will have no end."  34 Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I am a virgin?"  35 The angel answered and said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; and for that reason the holy Child shall be called the Son of God.  36 "And behold, even your relative Elizabeth has also conceived a son in her old age; and she who was called barren is now in her sixth month.  37 "For nothing will be impossible with God."

Luke goes on to tell us that Mary left immediately to head for Elizabeth’s home.  Not a lot has changed in two thousand years.  The joy of new babies was palpable even in this strange circumstance.   BUT, when Mary arrives and rushes into greet Elizabeth, before she is able to say anything else, one of the most remarkable events in the entire Scripture occurs and is captured by inspiration in Luke’s gospel: 
Luke 1:39-45  39 Now at this time Mary arose and went in a hurry to the hill country, to a city of Judah,  40 and entered the house of Zacharias and greeted Elizabeth.  41 When Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the baby leaped in her womb; and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit.  42 And she cried out with a loud voice and said, "Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb!  43 "And how has it happened to me, that the mother of my Lord would come to me?  44 "For behold, when the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the baby leaped in my womb for joy.  
John the Baptist and His Mother Elizabeth were the first two humans to whom God revealed His Son.  And How did God do it?  
· When God told Zacharias that Elizabeth would conceive a child, God described that son this way: 

Luke 1:15  he will be great in the sight of the Lord; and he will drink no wine or liquor, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit while yet in his mother's womb.  

· As Mary rushes into Elizabeth’s house the Scripture tells us that: 
Luke 1:41-45  .  41 When Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the baby leaped in her womb; and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit.  
Both Elizabeth and John, in her womb, were filled with the Spirit.  John was sent into the world to exalt and proclaim Christ.  Unable to speak, he leaped.  Elizabeth could speak and did.  What she said still resounds through the passages of time.  

Luke 1:41-45   "Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb!  43 "And how has it happened to me, that the mother of my Lord would come to me?

As Christ Jesus grew and began to minister we see over and over again how either the Holy Spirit or the Father was the one to reveal Him.  
· The religious people of Christ’s day were unable to recognize Him.  

John 6:40-45   The Jews were grumbling about Him, because He said, "I am the bread that came down out of heaven."……  43 Jesus answered and said to them, "Do not grumble among yourselves.  44 "No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I will raise him up on the last day.  

· Peter who walked and talked and touched Jesus was unable to know Him apart from the work of God in His life.  

Matthew 16:15-17  15 He said to them, "But who do you say that I am?"  16 Simon Peter answered, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God."  17 And Jesus said to him, "Blessed are you, Simon Barjona, because flesh and blood did not reveal this to you, but My Father who is in heaven.

When Jesus began His preaching ministry God was still revealing Him the same way.  John the Baptist the grown prophet, was still totally dependent upon the Holy Spirit to reveal Christ to Him.  The same Holy Spirit who revealed Christ to John in the womb also revealed Him to John at the river Jordan 35 years later. 

Here is the account of the Baptism.  In it we see both the Father and the Spirit affirming the Deity of Jesus Christ while Jesus affirms His full humanity and love for us.   
Matthew 3:13-17  13 Then Jesus arrived from Galilee at the Jordan coming to John, to be baptized by him.  14 But John tried to prevent Him, saying, "I have need to be baptized by You, and do You come to me?"  15 But Jesus answering said to him, "Permit it at this time; for in this way it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness." Then he permitted Him.  16 After being baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the water; and behold, the heavens were opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending as a dove and lighting on Him,  17 and behold, a voice out of the heavens said, "This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well-pleased."

Now here is John’s account of its impact on Him. 

John 1:25-34  25 They asked him, and said to him, "Why then are you baptizing, if you are not the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?"  26 John answered them saying, "I baptize in water, but among you stands One whom you do not know.  27 "It is He who comes after me, the thong of whose sandal I am not worthy to untie."  28 These things took place in Bethany beyond the Jordan, where John was baptizing.  29 The next day he saw Jesus coming to him and said, "Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!  30 "This is He on behalf of whom I said, 'After me comes a Man who has a higher rank than I, for He existed before me.'  31 "I did not recognize Him, but so that He might be manifested to Israel, I came baptizing in water."  32 John testified saying, "I have seen the Spirit descending as a dove out of heaven, and He remained upon Him.  33 "I did not recognize Him, but He who sent me to baptize in water said to me, 'He upon whom you see the Spirit descending and remaining upon Him, this is the One who baptizes in the Holy Spirit.'  34 "I myself have seen, and have testified that this is the Son of God."

While Christ was on the Earth, The Spirit or the Father revealed  Him to men. This reality gives the lie to the assertion that the Trinity is not seen in the Bible. Their love for one another is on display again and again in the life of Christ.  A love, incidentally, that Jesus gave to us and we are to give to one another.  Holy Spirit driven love is a Divine Trinitarian love. 

John 15:9, 12  9 "Just as the Father has loved Me, I have also loved you; abide in My love……  12 "This is My commandment, that you love one another, just as I have loved you.

SO why should this matter to you?  Because, Jesus came to you in your helplessness.  He became helpless for you.  He became a nobody for you.  He did not glow with the glory of God.  He took on human flesh just like yours.  When He preached people scoffed.  When He healed they tried to say He was demon possessed.  When He ate with sinners they said He was a glutton and a drunkard.  When He raised Lazarus from the dead they tried to kill Him.  

He was weak, the way you are weak.  He did not pretend to be weak.  He became weak.  He did not pretend to be fully human, He was fully human.  He did not act as if He was dependent on the Spirit, He was dependent on the Spirit.  
Hebrews 4:15-16  15 For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin.  16 Therefore let us draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.
Hebrews 2:11  11 For both He who sanctifies and those who are sanctified are all from one Father; for which reason He is not ashamed to call them brethren,
Jesus has been tried like you have been tried.  He left behind all His own Glory, and depended upon the Holy Spirit and the Father for everything, just like we must do today.  And that brings us to the present. 
How does He Reveal Christ’s Glory now that He is Gone?.  

If  Christ could not be recognized by men when He was right here on the earth, how will anyone recognize Him now that He has returned to heaven.  How will any of our preaching, witnessing or praying ever come to fruition if men can never perceive their Savior?   
Most believers are content to just sidestep this question by imagining that we were just smart enough or good enough to have understood the Gospel and believed, but we are in spiritual danger when we think this way.  Danger of thinking that we deserve something or did something that we have only received by grace; something revealed to us totally by the Father and the Spirit.  
1 Corinthians 4:7  What do you have that you did not receive? And if you did receive it, why do you boast as if you had not received it?
This is exactly why most Christians do not feel compassion for the lost.  They think unbelievers should be able to stop sinning and follow Christ.  BUT,  Jesus knew they were unable to perceive Him apart from God’s intervention.  This is why He had compassion and showed mercy to men and why He intervened at the Cross.  
Matthew 9:35-36  35 Jesus was going through all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every kind of disease and every kind of sickness.  36 Seeing the people, He felt compassion for them, because they were distressed and dispirited like sheep without a shepherd.

Yes, and the world is still distressed and dispirited.  But God has sent Christ to shepherd our soul.  He has acted to save us when we were spiritually dead.  He loved us while we were still sinners.  
Ephesians 2:4-9  4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us,  5 even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved),  6 and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus,  7 so that in the ages to come He might show the surpassing riches of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.  8 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God;  9 not as a result of works, so that no one may boast.
The Holy Spirit who revealed Christ in His Glory while He walked the earth is active and powerful to this very day.  Jesus spoke clearly about The Spirit as He prepared to return to heaven.  

Do you ever feel overwhelmed by being a Christian.  We want to witness, but who would ever believe us.  Our own lives are barely hanging together much of the time.  We are more like the lost we want to win than we would ever care to admit.  When Jesus was here at least He could show them and tell them that He was the Savior of the world.  Now we are all alone and Jesus is back in heaven, having left us to evangelize the world.  But God sent the Spirit to do what we could never do.    
John 16:7-8  7 "But I tell you the truth, it is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I go, I will send Him to you.  8 "And He, when He comes, will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment;

The Holy Spirit today  convinces men that they are lost and Christ is the only hope of heaven.  When Jesus told us to go into the world making disciples, it was with the clear proviso that the Holy Spirit would do the work. 
Do you ever wish you could understand the Bible?  I mean, it has nearly two thousand pages.  Most of us are intimidated by a Sunday paper.  How will we ever know and understand what God wants us to know from the Bible?  Again, God has provided the Holy Spirit for us.  God has called us to hear the Word and study the Word, but He has tasked the Holy Spirit with guiding us into it.  When you open your Bible you can expect God to leap off its pages and into your heart and mind.  It is the awesome work of the Holy Spirit toward His children.  
John 16:13   13 "But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; 

We fear witnessing because we cannot think of a single reason why anyone should believe us.  I have eight years of higher education in the Bible and Theology and I still cannot think of a single reason why anyone should ever believe a thing I say.  The gospel is nonsense.  God even said it was, 
1 Corinthians 1:18  18 For the word of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 

But it is still the only way of salvation 

1 Corinthians 1:21  21 For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not come to know God, God was well-pleased through the foolishness of the message preached to save those who believe.

So how does this work exactly?  If you get enough education and are clever enough,  can you persuade men to believe?  NO!  NO!  A thousand times NO!  The Holy Spirit empowers the message of the Gospel.  
Let me review it with you:   All men are cut off from God and have no means back to Him.  We have offended, disowned Him and even hated Him.  But, seeing our hopeless condition, God sent His own sinless Son into the world to bear your sins in His sinless body on the Cross.  God accepted Christ as the payment for your sins.  Jesus’ final words to His disciples were about the Holy Spirit and the Gospel. 
Acts 1:4-8   4 Gathering them together, He commanded them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait for what the Father had promised, "Which," He said, "you heard of from Me …… you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth."
We are “enabled” by the Holy Spirit.  God enables our witness.  We do not.  God makes men alive who were dead…we do not. The Spirit and the Father still exalt Jesus Christ in the minds of men and women, we do not.  Jesus said it would be so. 

John 16:14-15   14 "He [The Spirit] will glorify Me, for He will take of Mine and will disclose it to you.  

CONCLUSION

· Christ was unknowable to men even when He walked among them.

· Christ so humbled Himself that mere men saw Him as a mere man.

· Even His miracles did not reveal Him to them.

· It was The Holy Spirit who revealed Christ to John the Baptist while still in His Mother’s Womb. 

· When He was Baptized in humility, it was God the Father and the Spirit that revealed Him again to John.  
· When He was tempted in the wilderness, it was the Holy Spirit who led Him into that trial and sustained Him in it

· When Peter confessed Christ’s Deity it was the Father who revealed it to Peter
· It is still the Holy Spirit who reveals and exalts Him today.

O Come to the foot of the Cross in the power of the Spirit.  Seek Christ in your inner spirit and heart.  Cry out for Him to not leave you in the parched desert of religion or the vanity of the world.  Pray for The Spirit to reveal Christ’s presence with you, speak to you in His Word, make His love known to you and give you hope, peace and love through His abiding presence in your heart. May we be transformed as the Spirit exalts our Glorious Jesus to us.  Moses covered his face because the glory was fading.  Ours are unveiled because the Glory is increasing.  The Father and the Son have sent the Spirit into our hearts to reveal our Savior in His Glory.  
2 Corinthians 3:12 - 4:1   12 Therefore, since we have such a hope, we are very bold.  13 We are not like Moses, who would put a veil over his face to keep the Israelites from gazing at it while the radiance was fading away.  14 But their minds were made dull, for to this day the same veil remains when the old covenant is read. It has not been removed, because only in Christ is it taken away.  15 Even to this day when Moses is read, a veil covers their hearts.  16 But whenever anyone turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away.  17 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.  18 And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord's glory, are being transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.  
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